Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Carter, Morgan & Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2015-719-A
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION OF THE NORMAN SILENT FILM STUDIOS IN JACKSONVILLE AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the early years of the 20th century, Jacksonville was for a brief time the “Winter Film Capital of the World”, hosting several dozen silent film studios and production companies that produced over 300 movies before the industry decamped to California to create Hollywood; and


WHEREAS, very few of the silent film studios of that era remain intact in the country, and Jacksonville is extremely fortunate to have a remarkably well preserved example in the Norman Silent  Film (formerly Eagle Film City) studio on Arlington Road; and


WHEREAS, in addition to being an invaluable representation of the art and craft of one of America’s great indigenous industries, the Norman Studio is also tremendously important as the only remaining studio which produced the unique genre of “race films” – high quality, non-stereotypical films with full African-American casts depicting black life in positive and heroic ways for the enjoyment of African-American audiences; and 


WHEREAS, this unique and invaluable reminder of America’s past is well-preserved because of the hard work and dedication of hundreds of supporters and the backing of the City of Jacksonville, and stands ready to be a place of instruction and inspiration for visitors who seek out its many stories and learn the lessons it has to teach; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby strongly supports the on-going efforts to obtain National Historic Landmark designation from the National Park Service for the historic Norman Silent Film Studios in Jacksonville, and urges favorable consideration of the application for designation by the Landmarks Committee.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2015\Reso\2015-719 - Scriv Corr.doc 
1
- 2 -


